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Vegetable Farmer Agnes Kisandala and her  
Loan Officer Esperance Nsarhaza, DR Congo
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Trip Itinerary 

Arriving on Sunday, March 20,th you will be met by  
the Opportunity team at the airport and—once settled in  
at the hotel–relax with fellow travelers over a meal and 
trip orientation.

Our first days are in the capital city of Kinshasa, where 
we begin with breakfast briefings by USAID, historical, 
and cultural educators and Opportunity/Vision Fund 
leaders and close with debriefs over dinners together.

In Kinshasa we will visit local markets, take a historical 
city tour, and meet micro-finance clients and “Roots of 
Change” trainers and beneficiaries, an initiative that 
empowers women farmers in city outskirts with modern 
farming techniques, price negotiation skill, digital 
financial services, leadership training, and access to 
better health and education for their families.

On route to Gemena via chartered flight, we will 
meet farmers on a coffee plantation to learn how 
Opportunity’s AgFinance value chains and our Farmer 
Support Agent methodology is helping rebuild the 
once-thriving coffee industry in the Sud-Ubangi region 
and observe how digital services are better equipping 
farmers to produce for global markets.

Once in Gemena, we’ll experience the reality of life in 
remote rural Africa. We’ll visit the site of a firsttime solar  

 
 
installation, where less than 10% of the population has 
access to any form of electricity. We’ll visit members of 
the first graduating classes of the Congo Leadership 
Initiative and a few of their micro-businesses. With 85% 
of the DRC youth (18-35) unemployed, this program 
creates job opportunities through training and access to 
start-up capital with a risk-share arrangement. We’ll hear 
from management at our co-owned bank branch about 
the challenges of sustaining a banking portfolio focused 
on the bottom of the economic pyramid and the varied 
financial services needed by small holder farmers and 
micro-entrepreneurs.

We will learn about the internet services needed to 
achieve increased economic activity and sustainable 
local development and discuss with Opportunity 
management and local government leaders on the 
long-term vision for the “Gemena Opportunity Zone”, 
including improved education, water, and sanitation, 
and hear from representatives of the Covenant Church, 
Cafe Africa, Vision Fund, and CLI about their many 
contributions to this vision.

The trip formally concludes in Kinshasa on Saturday, 
March 26.th Depart for home with wonderful memories, 
lasting friendships, and a renewed spirit as you reflect 
on your role in Opportunity’s work to end poverty.

*The itinerary is tentative and subject to on-the-ground changes.

Impact in the DRC

Accelerate economic opportunities for entrepreneurs 
living in one of the world’s most marginalized countries.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is home to the 
third largest population in Africa and, with an abundance 
of natural resources, it has immense potential for rapid, 
widespread economic growth. However, Congolese 
families face some of the most severe social and 
economic conditions in the world. The DR Congo ranks 
176 out of 185 countries on the UNDP’s 2018 Human 
Development Index, with nearly two-thirds of the 
population living below national poverty lines. Lack of 
economic opportunities—especially for women who suffer 
from systemic legal and cultural discrimination—

combined with a volatile political climate and extremely 
high rates of malnutrition, illness, and early death, make 
the DR Congo one of the hardest places on earth to 
raise a family.

Opportunity opened its doors as a microfinance 
institution in Kinshasa in 2011 to provide financial 
services to entrepreneurs living in poverty. In 2013,  
we became one of the only institutions in the country  
to provide families living in poverty with a safe way to 
save. In 2016, VisionFund joined as a majority partner in  
the bank, leading the next phase of mission growth.  
Today, 67% of our clients are women and nearly 27,000 
clients have received financial education training.



“�There�is�no�heavier�burden�than�an�unfulfilled�potential.”�
–CHARLES SCHULTZ

TINEYI MAWOCHA  Africa Regional Director

Tineyi Mawocha serves as the Africa Regional Director to oversee operational partnership 
management and support business development for the region through high-quality 
program strategies, concepts, and proposals for resource mobilization. Tineyi previously 
held the role of CEO at Opportunity Bank Uganda, and before that as the CEO of Urwego 
Opportunity Bank (Rwanda). Prior to joining Opportunity, he was Managing Director of 
Tetrad Investment Bank in Zimbabwe and CEO at Standard Bank Swaziland. Tineyi earned 
a Master in Development Finance from the University of Stellenbosch Business School 
and a Master of Business Administration from the University of Zimbabwe Graduate 
School of Business. He is an advisor for Accion’s Africa Board Fellowship Programme.

TIM STRONG  Head of Agriculture Finance

In addition to managing a diverse portfolio of agriculture finance products and services 
throughout Africa, Tim Strong spearheads Opportunity’s efforts around implementing  
and mainstreaming gender-inclusive services to empower women in farming. He has 
lived and worked in southern and eastern Africa since 2005 and has considered  
Malawi home since 2007.

Before joining the Opportunity team, Tim worked with a Silicon Valley startup  
coordinating Lean and Kaizen project management, the U.S. Department of Agriculture/
Agricultural Research Service, the U.S. Peace Corps, the Clinton Foundation, and  
several commercial farms.

He received a bachelor's degree in biochemistry and plant physiology from the  
University of California at Davis and holds a master’s in environmental policy and  
a Master of Business Administration in operations management.

MAX WOODLEY  Program Manager Gemena

Max is the Program Manager for Opportunity International in Gemena. He joined 
Opportunity in September 2019 and has overseen the successful launch of a vital youth 
training program in the Northwestern Congolese Province of Sud Ubangi. Prior to joining 
OI, Max was a volunteer development worker with Hope International Canada and the 
Great Commission Foundation, collaborating with a Congolese NGO that works with 
orphans and vulnerable children through a variety of sustainable projects that serve the 
wider community of Gemena. Before working in the DRC, Max and his wife set up an 
English training program for children, youth and adults in rural Tanzania where tourism is 
one of the main sources of income. Between 2012 and 2017 Max served as a youth and 
young adult’s pastor in Canada where he also completed his undergraduate degree.

Leadership



Summary of Costs

single occupancy  $3,841.00 per person* 
double occupancy  $3,322.00 per person*

Price estimates per person varies based on  
single or double occupancy.

Trip cost includes all meals and beverages  
(excluding alcohol), gratuities, local transportation, 
in-country airport transfers, hotel accommodations 
(excluding incidentals), emergency evacuation  
insurance, and partner and staff costs.

*subject to change based on local costs

Register Today

Reserve your spot at opportunity.org/drc2022

A member of Opportunity's Insight Trip team will contact  
you for the balance due 30 days prior to departure. 

Questions? Please contact your local Opportuntiy 
representative or Susana Georgescu at  
sgeorgescu@opportunity.org or 312-487-5027.

Prepare for Departure

Make sure your passport is valid for at least six months 
after your intended departure date. Visit vp2go.com for 
assistance in obtaining a passport. Consult your doctor 
for any necessary vaccines. For a traveler’s health clinic 
near you, go to cdc.gov/travel

Additional Considerations

Trip cost does NOT include: US-DRC airfare, vaccine 
shots, incidentals, passports, visas, or souvenirs.

Gemena is Opportunity’s  
most remote region of  
operation. There are few  
roads and minimal electricity.  
Travelers should expect  
rudimentary conditions.

Country updates and  
travel advisories can be  
found at travel.state.gov
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opportunity.org
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Prior to Covid, between 2017 and early 2020 loan clients grew by 200% in the DRC, totaling more than  
14,000 loan clients and 40,000 savings clients. 

Since the 2020-2021 Covid lockdown we have experienced a steady decline with loan payment moratoria  

and banks not signing on new loan clients. 

As the DRC reopens, we expect the Kinshasa branches to resume activity to help rebuild incomes,  

and the Gemena branch to begin serving clients in the area.

Congo Leadership Initiative: Grappling with a global pandemic and concomitant economic fallout,  
in the past semi-lockdown year, CLI graduates, with an average $150 loan, injected nearly $60,000 into  
the local Gemena economy with their start-up micro businesses.

When you go on an Opportunity Insight Trip, you are much more than a tourist. You are an explorer,  
a student of the world. Expect to return home inspired, encouraged and forever changed.

*This trip may be cancelled due to the pandemic and government restrictions.

http://opportunity.org/drc2022

